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historic sites memorials national parks museumsewe live in an age in which heritage is ever present

but what does it mean to live amongst the spectral traces of the past the heterogeneous piling

up of historic materials in the present how did heritage grow from the concern of a handful of

enthusiasts and specialists in one part of the world to something which is considered to be

universally cherished and what concepts and approaches are necessary to understanding this

global obsession over the decades since the adoption of the world heritage convention various e

crisese tm of definition have significantly influenced the ways in which heritage is classified

perceived and managed in contemporary global societies taking an interdisciplinary approach to the

many tangible and intangible e thingse tm now defined as heritage this book attempts

simultaneously to account for this global phenomenon and the industry which has grown up

around it as well as to develop a e toolkit of conceptse tm with which it might be studied in

doing so it provides a critical account of the emergence of heritage studies as an

interdisciplinary field of academic study this is presented as part of a broader examination of the

function of heritage in late modern societies with a particular focus on the changes which have

resulted from the globalisation of heritage during the late twentieth and early twenty first

centuries developing new theoretical approaches and innovative models for more dialogically

democratic heritage decision making processes heritage critical approaches unravels the

relationship between heritage and the experience of late modernity whilst reorienting heritage so

that it might be more productively connected with other pressing social economic political and

environmental issues of our time

written by an interdisciplinary team of scholars this authoritative text presents an engaging

narrative of the way politics features in heritage conservation and management new international

case studies illustrate how notions of identity social class and nationhood may be woven into

the provision of official heritage and how heritage may be seen to be less about upholding truth

or authenticity and more about delivering political objectives aimed primarily at students in
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heritage studies and professionals in heritage industries this is book three of three in the

understanding global heritage series

preservation of natural and cultural heritage is often said to be something that is done for the

future or on behalf of future generations but the precise relationship of such practices to the

future is rarely reflected upon heritage futures draws on research undertaken over four years

by an interdisciplinary international team of 16 researchers and more than 25 partner

organisations to explore the role of heritage and heritage like practices in building future

worlds engaging broad themes such as diversity transformation profusion and uncertainty

heritage futures aims to understand how a range of conservation and preservation practices

across a number of countries assemble and resource different kinds of futures and the possibilities

that emerge from such collaborative research for alternative approaches to heritage in the

anthropocene case studies include the cryopreservation of endangered dna in frozen zoos nuclear

waste management seed biobanking landscape rewilding social history collecting space messaging

endangered language documentation built and natural heritage management domestic keeping and

discarding practices and world heritage site management

leading experts in the field from europe north america and australia bring together geographically

and thematically diverse case studies to examine the theoretical framework for heritage resource

management

in an era of climate emergency and political upheaval heritage demands radical rethinking this

volume confronts the enlightenment rooted dualisms that fragment heritage into opposing

categories by embracing posthumanist concepts like naturecultures and agency this volume

explores entangled human and nonhuman pasts from the contested białowieża forest to ancient

sensory environments through case studies spanning archaeology museum studies and literary

analysis contributors unravel heritage as a dynamic more than human meshwork this collection is
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an urgent call to transcend reductive binaries fostering an ethical responsive and sustainable

heritage practice attuned to our shared precarious futures

conflict heritage and world making in the chaco documents and interprets the physical remains

and afterlives of the chaco war 1932 35 known as south america s first modern armed

conflict in what is now present day paraguay it focuses not only on archaeological remains as

conventionally understood but takes an ontological approach to heterogeneous assemblages of

objects texts practices and landscapes shaped by industrial war and people s past and present

engagements with them these assemblages could be understood to constitute a dark heritage the

debris of a failed modernity yet it is clear that they are not simply dead memorials to this

bloody war but have been and continue to be active in making unmaking and remaking worlds both

for the participants and spectators of the war itself as well as those who continue to

occupy and live amongst the vast accretions of war mat�riel which persist in the present

this book provides a unique in depth look at three indigenous world heritage sites in canada and

their use for indigenous empowerment and community development based on extensive ethnographic

field studies and comprehensive narrative interviews it shows how the three first nation

communities presented in the case studies enforce recognition of their collective rights to preserve

their cultural heritage and assert their right to political economic cultural and social self

determination it also considers the prevailing universalistic discourses around world heritage and

the various ways in which they serve to either reinforce existing oppressive conditions regarding

indigenous communities and voices or provide opportunities to overcome them the book will be of

interest to scholars and students working on social and cultural histories histories of

colonialism and in heritage and museum studies

over the past 30 years museums have turned to participation in the hope that direct involvement

of non museum staff would serve their claims to be accessible inclusive representative and diverse
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and yet adding participation to museums has often generated conflict disappointment and anger

deconstituting museums argues that the difficulties produced by adding participatory practice

arise from political incompatibility in the representational liberal logics that underpin museum

decision making trustees and professionals make decisions on behalf of future generations and the

public this is a political infrastructure the book names museum constitution conversely

participation arises from ideas and practices from direct and horizontal political traditions

drawing those who act as facilitators into new relationships and expanding political

imaginations through sustained engagement with theories of affect materialism and feminist and

decolonial praxis helen graham identifies techniques for deconstituting museums she uses

experimental writing as a method to turn away from the desire to right institutional wrongs

and towards relational and directly negotiated ways of organising in doing so she locates

participation not as engagement but as a mode of governance that is enabled by and enables

variant political ontologies this is an alternative named participatory worlding the affective

work of facilitating participation has long tugged at and frayed museums constitutional liberal

logics deconstituting museums envisages how participation and its affects might be activated in

reworking the politics of heritage

rethinking heritage in precarious times sets a fresh agenda for heritage studies by reflecting upon

the unprecedented nature of the contemporary moment in doing so the volume also calls into

question established ideas ways of working and understandings of the future presenting

contributions by leading figures in the field of heritage studies indigenous scholars and scholars

from across the global north and global south the volume engages with the most pressing

issues of today coloniality the climate emergency the covid 19 pandemic structural racism

growing social and economic inequality and the ongoing struggle for dignity and restitution

considering the impact of climate change chapters re imagine museums for climate action explore

the notion of a world heritage for the anthropocene and reflect on heritage and posthumanism
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drawing inspiration from the global demonstrations against racism police violence and

authoritarianism chapters explore the notion of a people s heritage draw on local and indigenous

conceptualizations to lay out a notion of heritage in the service of social justice and

restitution and detail the precariousness of universities and heritage institutions in the global

south analysing the ongoing impact of the covid 19 pandemic chapters also explore the changing

nature of life under lockdown describe its effects on theories of urbanity and reflect on emergent

covid socialities and heritage in the making rethinking heritage in precarious times argues that we

need the deep time perspective that heritage studies offers as well as its sense of

transgenerational conversations and accountabilities in order to respond to these many

challenges and to craft open creative and inclusive futures it will be essential reading for

academics and students engaged in the study of heritage anthropology memory history and

geography

cultural and natural heritage are central to europe and the european project they were bound

up in the emergence of nation states in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries where they were

used to justify differences over which border conflicts were fought later the idea of a common

european heritage provided a rationale for the development of the european union now the

emergence of new populist nationalisms shows how the imagined past continues to play a role in

cultural and social governance while a series of interlinked social and ecological crises are

changing the ways that heritage operates with new discourses and ontologies emerging to

reconfigure heritage for the circumstances of the present and the uncertainties of the future

taking the current role of heritage in europe as its starting point critical heritage studies and

the futures of europe presents a number of case studies that explore key themes in this

transformation contributors draw on a range of disciplinary perspectives to consider variously

the role of heritage and museums in the migration and climate emergencies approaches to urban

heritage conservation and practices of curating cities digital and digitised heritage the use of
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heritage as a therapeutic resource and critical approaches to heritage and its management taken

together the chapters explore the multiple ontologies through which cultural and natural

heritage have and continue to intervene actively in redrawing the futures of europe and the

world praise for critical heritage studies and the futures of europe filled with many fascinating

and diverse chapters this book vividly demonstrates the dynamism and breadth of critical heritage

study of in and entangled with europe today sharon macdonald alexander von humboldt

professor of social anthropology and director of the centre for anthropological research on

museums and heritage carmah in the institute of european ethnology at humboldt universität zu

berlin far from being restrictive let alone chauvinistic the multiscalar european focus of this

book confirms the breadth and relevance of current critical heritage studies with contributions

addressing such topical issues as climate emergencies urban landscapes cultural industries new

media and identity politics be they written by established scholars or by emerging researchers it

is europe with all its shared grounds and recurrent divergences that comes into sharper relief

from this vantage point readers of this compelling book will be better positioned for reflecting

on and eventually influencing and challenging our heritage futures nathan schlanger professor of

archaeology École nationale des chartes paris this book addresses european heritage realities and

futures through new voices paradigms and methods it is a collage of tensions practically a

representation of europe itself through which to comprehend contemporary intersections of time

place things and meaning it contributes to new vistas in heritage studies the offer of design and

imagination as methods reckonings with data and climate change as seemingly uncontrollable

actors and the ongoing negotiation of criticality in the making of our responsibilities for the

past in the present christopher whitehead professor of museology newcastle university

this book explores and reveals the intricacies of jewish heritage in contemporary germany the role

it plays as a moral heritage in the symbolic representation of jews and judaism in the national

landscape and its relevance for the cultural sustainability of local jewish communities the
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practice of synagogue music in the past and present is a central case study in the discussions

this ethnographic study examines how jewish liturgical music as the cultural heritage of

minorities has been constructed treated discussed appropriated and passed on to different actors

in different forms and for different purposes over time it also examines the resulting moral and

ethical questions and power imbalances the author discusses how both jewish and non jewish

stakeholders utilize the music of 19th and early 20th century reform judaism and the minhag

ashkenaz for a symbolic reconstruction of german jewry furthermore they repatriate it in local

jewish communities today this is usually done for individual sometimes commercial rather than

religious reasons the jewish musical cultural heritage process is characterized by moral

imperatives and complex negotiations about power and representation it reveals problematic

aspects of german jewish relations cross generational rifts and denominational differences between

the jewish communities in post war germany

this book summarizes archaeological approaches to the contemporary past and suggests a new

agenda for the archaeology of late modern societies the principal focus is the archaeology of

developed de industrialized societies during the second half of the twentieth century and the

beginning of the twenty first this period encompasses the end of the cold war and the beginning

of the internet age a period which sits firmly within what we would recognize to be a period of

lived and living memory rodney harrison and john schofield explore how archaeology can inform

the study of this time period and the study of our own society through detailed case studies

and an in depth summary of the existing literature their book draws together cross disciplinary

perspectives on contemporary material culture studies and develops a new agenda for the study

of the materiality of late modern societies

design and heritage provides the first extended study of heritage from the point of view of design

history exploring the material objects and spaces that contribute to our experience of heritage

the volume also examines the processes and practices that shape them bringing together 18 case
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studies written by authors from the united states the united kingdom canada brazil norway india

south africa australia and new zealand the book questions how design functions to produce

heritage including provocative case studies of objects that reinterpret visual symbols of

cultural identity and buildings and monuments that evoke feelings of national pride and historical

memory as well as landscapes embedded with trauma contributors consider how we can work to

develop adequate shared conceptual models of heritage and apply them to design and its

histories exploring the distinction between tangible and intangible heritages the chapters consider

what these categories mean for design history and heritage finally the book questions whether it

might be possible to promote a truly equitable understanding of heritage that illuminates the

social cultural and economic roles of design design and heritage demonstrates that design

historical methods of inquiry contribute significantly to critical heritage studies academics

researchers and students engaged in the study of heritage design history material culture

folklore art history architectural history and social and cultural history will find much to

interest them within the pages of the book

the object of conservation examines how historic buildings monuments and artefacts are cared

for as valued embodiments of the past it tells the fascinating story of the working lives of

those involved in conservation through an ethnographic account of a national heritage agency

how are conservation objects made what is the moral purpose of that making and what

practical consequences flow from this revealing the hidden labour of keeping things as they are

the book highlights the ethical commitments and dilemmas involved in trying to care well in doing

so it reveals how conservation objects are made literally to matter taking debates in the

interdisciplinary field of heritage studies forward in important new directions the book engages

with themes of broader interest within the arts humanities and social sciences shedding new light

on time authenticity modernity materiality expert knowledge and the politics of care the object

of conservation is a thought provoking and engaging account that offers original insights for
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students scholars heritage professionals and others interested in the work of caring for the

past

4e de couv from international law to artifact preservation to site interpretation this book

provides a much needed diversity of voices and perspectives from people steeped in the issues that

directly affect the future of the past

this comprehensive updated edition of practical heritage management addresses updates in laws and

new practices in heritage management using perspectives from archaeology history and architecture

cultural heritage and the future brings together an international group of scholars and experts

to consider the relationship between cultural heritage and the future drawing on case studies

from around the world the contributing authors insist that cultural heritage and the future

are intimately linked and that the development of futures thinking should be a priority for

academics students and those working in the wider professional heritage sector until recently the

future has never attracted substantial research and debate within heritage studies and heritage

management and this book addresses this gap by offering a balance of theoretical and empirical

content that will stimulate multidisciplinary debate in the burgeoning field of critical heritage

studies cultural heritage and the future questions the role of heritage in future making and will

be of great relevance to academics and students working in the fields of museum and heritage

studies archaeology anthropology architecture conservation studies sociology history and

geography those working in the heritage professions will also find much to interest them within

the pages of this book

the heritage of the pastoral industry stands as an integral symbol of identity for rural

communities both black and white in new south wales modern changes in pastoral land

management infrastructure and technology combined with broader land use changes and increased
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community interest in the conservation and rehabilitation of former grazing lands has meant that

many former pastoral properties have been abandoned or acquired for other uses tracking the

history of these land use changes shared landscapes presents new ways of understanding historic

heritage in settler societies through cross disciplinary case studies that examine the heritage of

the pastoral industry in two national parks assessing its current state of interpretation and

management in new south wales rodney harrison shows that pastoral heritage is more than just

woolsheds and homesteads the showpieces of white male settler colonial economies pastoral

heritage is the product of the mutual histories of aboriginal and settler australians it is a

form of heritage that is both in and a part of the landscape his archaeological approach to

the heritage of the pastoral industry involves both recording sites and revealing attachments to

community heritage demonstrating that writing shared histories and celebrating shared heritage has

the creative power to reconcile aboriginal and settler australians in powerful and positive ways
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